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NAFC CeLEBRATES 50 YEARS —
“Looking Back, Moving FORWARD”

2008 marks NAFG
celebration of its golden
anniversary Its history began
with the creation of the Rice
and Corn Coordinating
Council (RCCC) on June 14,
1958. Fifty years latemow
known as the National
Agricultural and Fishery
Council (NAFC), it continues
to stand proud of its
accomplishments in providing
selfless and meaningful
service to the farming and
fishing communities.

|  NAFC’s Evolution |

- In 1958, Republiéct (RA)
No. 2084 created the RCCC
and was tasked to oversee
the countrys rice and corn
production programs.

- In 1964, by virtue of
Executive Order (EO) No0.62,
RCCC was replaced by the
Rice and CorrAuthority
(RCA) and apart from
overseeing the production
of rice and corn, it was
tasked to supervise the
supply and distribution of
grains.

- In 1966, RCA was renamed
Rice and Corn Production
Coordinating Council
(RCPCQ).

- In 1969, EO 596 created the

National Food and
Agriculture Council

(NFAC), replacing the
RCPCC. NRAC served as
the coordinator of the
expanded food sufficiency
programs of the Department
of Agriculture (DA).

- In 1987, EO 116 renamed

NFAC to what is now known
as the Nationahgricultural
and Fishery Council.
NAFC was mandated to act
as an advisory body to
ensure success of DA
programs and projects and
to provide the consultative
and feedback mechanism for
continuing discussion of
agricultural and fishery
issues and concerns.

- In 1998,Administrative

Order (AO) No. 6 was issued
pursuant to RA 8435, known
as theAgriculture and
Fisheries Modernization
Act (AFMA). Under the
said AO, NAFC was
identified to assist DA in
broad-based monitoring and
coordination of theAFMA
process.

1958-2008

Homecoming
Program

—

In celebrating its golden
anniversary NAFC held a
homecoming program on June
19, 2008 at the BSWM
Convention Center With
former NAFC Executive and
Deputy Executive Directors,
retirees, former employees,
RAFC Chairs’ President and
other invited guests, NAFC
presented a 3-hour program
consisting of a video
presentation of memorable
moments and events, sharing
of NFAC memories by Dr
Jesus S. Binamira, sharing of
life after retirement from NAFC
by Ms. Teresita R. Lalap,
intermission numbers
performed by employees from
the different divisions,
sharings of two current
employees, Ms. Maria Belen
A. Milanes and MrTroadio
U. Montemayor of where
NAFC would be in ten (10)
years and finallya message

from NAFC Executive
Director, Atty. Bernie
Fondevilla.

In his message, Executive
Director Fondevilla cited the
latest book of Robert Fulghum
entitled “What on Earth Have
| Done?”, which focused on
four fundamental questions,
namely: What on earth have
you done?; What in the name
of God are you doing? ; What

Usec. Fondevilla delivers his

message during the 50th
anniversary celebration held at

the BSWM Convention Hall.

will you think of next? and
Who do you think you are?

ED Fondevilla said that in
relation to NAFC, the
questions are valid and
relevant — What has NAFC
done so far? What is it doing?
As it faces the future, what
will it do next? He said that
the answers to these
questions will lead to the
answer to the last question on
who do you think you are. He
said that each one, in his/her
private moments of solemnity
and solitude, could honestly
answer these questions.

ED Fondevilla likewise
shared the story of the three
(3) little pigs, from which he
said nuggets of wisdom and
truths could be picked. In fifty
years, NAFC employees
could ask, “what have we built
as an organization?” He then
said he believes NAFC has
built a solid house such that
even if mistakes or errors were
committed in the past or even
in the face of adversityt had
been able to weather the

“storms”. He expressed hope

Continued on page 3....
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NFA C Memories | remember h_ow our teams were already in the field as the tail of
typhoon was still leaving the countrie were all there ready to
rescue our crops and livestock from further dam<algand

in hand with rescue work of thosédeatted by the calamity\We
were there to rehabilitate damaged rice and corn fields and had
already plans to recover the losses in other areas not affected by
the calamity | remember practically living for two months in Central
Luzon afterTyphoonYoling as NAC supervised the rehab and
recovery of the vast damaged areas.

NFAC was NIAC because we were one team, and one family
with one vision. We had a team of university professors and
researchers providing us with technical backstopping together
with those from the bureaus and the private seed and agricultural

i L input companiesWe had a team of bankergrom PNB, Land
Bank, DBPR Central Bank and rural banks assisting us in coming
By: DR.JESUS S. BINAMIRA up with innovative credit assistance to our poor rice and corn
IPM Director farmers.We had a marketing team with N&nd the private sector
(former Deputy Executive Director) ensuring that our farmers got a fair price for their harvests.

es, NFAC was one team and one family — at work and at play

. . . Y
Memories are our simple way of looking back at the past as SN were proud of our basketball tearheo Isaac, Ledustria
build the present and plan for the futue cherish good things P ’
one by recognizing our strengths, learning from our mistakesand Hector Calma, among otherdle were one family as we
9 Y Tecog 90 gtns, 9 celebrated our annual anniversaries, our team-building excursions,
and reinforcing our vision of what we want to do and what needs : . . )
to be done and our Christmas parties. For many of us, Christmas wasn’t
o . : . complete without NRC — the eating and drinking, the singing
Looking back at the National Food ahgfriculture Council or and dancing, and especialtjie giving of gifts
NFAC means looking back at the wonderful years of activism 9 P giving ot gitts.

coupled with a heroic sense ofgency and perseverance, of _Abovg all, NimC vvlas NIAC tl)ecause we _had DFEd d
teamwork and camaraderi®/e were proud to be ME and of Quisumbing Art Dancel, Teng Lalap, Jess Divinagracia, an

. . Mauro Amutan — whose sense ofgency and perseverance
what we could doin , for NFAC, and with NIAC, rovided us the guiding lighiWe had Malu Enriquez, Elsa and

We were then the super agency at the Departmen_t Oﬁomy Bayani, Boy Jarmin, Manny de Leon, Hermie Montalvo,
Agriculture- anagency people wanted to belong and work with, gy Carandang, Beth Espino, Cherilfena, Cecile Lupisan,
admired and envied by allve were the super agency in-o@r  pjosyArida, Limmie Capulong, Sylvia Fulgencio, Covigarino
of national food production and self-sufficiency — of rice, corn crag Begonia, Nancy Sumait, Elsie Laure, Norma DaAcel,
and vegetables, among others. Mora, Annie Monseratéilice Villafuerte, Jean del Rosario, Lito

| remember the vision of rice self-sufficiency laid down by the Samson,Apollo Macaisa, Romy Ramos and Mulovigmbao.

DA and  how NRC franslated it into the successful \we had Ching Navarro with her very accommodating COA
Masagana 99 Program. Masagana 99 made the country achievg qitors and also Remy Mina, Nena Sarmiento, Lody
rice self-sufficiency and exports in less than five years —a prograntalungcagin, Balbino dela Cruz, Mrs. Socohrmeles, Ogie
emulated and copied by oth@sian countries in their goals  gantos, Rene Utanes and Celerino Salvador who always provided
toward food self-sticiency. _ us with logistic support when we needed it most.

NFAC implemented Maisan 77 and Maisagaiia.these two NFAC field operations would not be what it was withoihy
programs, we attribute the hybridization of yellow corn Balneg,Toti Cinco, Pete Ladas] Alunan, DingVillanueva, Serry
production in the PhilippinesWe had Gulayan sa Kalusugan Santos, Jojo Lapitasychie Fortin, Rudy Guieb, Maritompong,
for backyard vegetable production assisting households improveBOgs and Linda Sernadilla, Romy Cerrudo, Reden David, EImer
family nutrition and provide additional food and incomes. Estiandan and Rudy RevillezaVe had Bads Reburiano, Gary

Our program management committees met to act and solvgy i, Celso and Bella dela Cueva, Joe Frofiday Mariano,
problems with ugency We at NIAC were always ten steps ahead Nards Dolores, Gertie Bongcarawan, Ben Gonzales, Ernie
of everyone, anticipating problems, and solving them before theWiIIafuerte, Zeny and Rudy Ungson, LewAdigaen, Mario
reached our Secretary and the Presidgve. were the eyes and Hernandez, Bert Ocampo, Bonnie BegoniaAmge Perez.
ears, the hands and feet of the Departmerkgpiculture for All of them, among the many dozens more, most especially
three decade8vhen NRAC operations went to the field, we were g jia Minguez of whom | have my highest trust and respect, gave

welcomed with open arms because everyone knew that we Werg,e most and the best of themselves foASF In fact, they were
there as partners helping one anatheemember how every one  Npac.

of us at NARC wanted to travel and go to the field, visiting

technicians and farmers alike — sleeping in guest houses and table 150k you and Happy S@®\nniversary
tops. We knew the ROs and MAOs as well as a lot of technicians

by their first namesTo them, and to us we were all family



Fellowship with
Partners

NAFC Holds
Photo Exhibit

Dr. Leonardo A. Gonzales turns over the AFMA book to Usec.
Bernie G. Fondevilla. Beside Usec. Fondevilla is Dr. Emil Q. Javier.

Also in line with the
celebration of its golden
anniversary NAFC held a
fellowship with its partners on
June 18, 2008 at the Sulo
Hotel. The partners were
composed of the RAFC
Chairpersons, National
Sectoral Committee officers
and the Regional and
Provincial Agricultural and
Fishery Council
Coordinators. With a
representative from each

fisheries sector attain higher
growth rates.

A highlight of the event was
the turnover by DrLeonardo
A. Gonzales of thebook
entitled “Modernizing
Philippine Agriculture and
Fisheries” (The Agriculture
and Fisheries Modernization
Act Implementation
Experience) to NAFC
Executive DirectgAtty. Bernie
G Fondevilla.

group, the partners shared
their visionfor NAFC as well
as their specific roles in
ensuring that NAFC
continues to be effective in
helping the agriculture and

(from page 1... Homecoming Program

The vast collection of photographs from camera enthusiasts,that NAFC would continue to stand the test of time and continue

Undersecretaries Segfredo R. Serrano and Berrfi@@levilla to be strong.

made possible the conduct of a photo exhibit and auction entitled Finally, ED Fondew_ll_a drewa parall_ehsm _between life and the
“Thru the lens of the Undersecs!!!Held in conjunction with game of chess, specifically the opening, middle and end games.

NAFC’s 50th anniversary celebration, the successful endeaVOtHe said that NAFC could reflect on whether it was able to play the

was able to raise funds in the amount of P11,700.00 for the’PENNY and middle games well. If not, there is always an

various charitable activities of the NAFC Ladi&s5ociation. opportunity to redeem mistakes made and save the best in playing

The opening of exhibit was graced by Congresswoman Leonilathe end game. He then wished that NAFC would continue to play

V. Chavez of Butil Party List. the game well.
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NAFC's 50th anniversary was very successful. In attendance were former Executive Directors Valerio Kalaw, Jovy Bernabe, Maridel
Dizon, Mamerto Ellorin; Deputy Executive Directors Jesus Binamira, Teresita Lalap, Manuel Jarmin, Emmanuel Penson; and
employees Mario Tompong, Boy Saavedra, Ellen Tablizo, Jill Floro, Joel Cairo, Jess Divinagracia, Ricardo Javier, Pedro Ybanez,

Conchito Viajedor, Roger Molina, Tacio Tapia, Baba Carandang, Fely Villanueva, Janet Garcia, Connie Quintero, Annie Monserate,
Rogelio Macalintal, and Bonifacio Begonia.
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show the activities done during the anniversary such
| fitness, games and presentation of each division. At
, Executive Director Fondevilla blows the candle as a
NAFC’s 50th anniversary .
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Loyalty Service Awardees

Twenty five
employees were recognized
for their loyalty in

government service as part
of NAFC’s 50th anniversary
celebration held at the
BSWM on June 19, 2008.
Giving the certificates were
Usec. Bernie G-ondeuvilla,
Dr. Maria LuzA. Enriquez
and Officer-in-Charge of the
Finance anédministrative
Division Diosile G Arida.
The employees who
received the award were:
Salvador Z. Reburiano,
Charita F Espinosa and
OfeliaA. Arellano (40 years);
Carlito D. Leoncio and Elmer
G Estiandan (35 years); Elgie
L. Namia andApolonio C.
Macaisa (30 years); Rachel
R. Macaisa, Francia M.
Macalintal, Endri L.
Songcuya, Arsenia A.
Perez, Floreliz PAvellana,
Diana M.delos
Santos, Carmencita C.

Begonia, Pedro S. Dumaraos,
Jr. and Shirley GPascua (25
years); Joseph .Rle los
Santos and Fortunato E. Sto.
Tomas (20 years); Carmeio
Yambao and Cyril L. Soliaban
(15 years); Eduardd. Cunan,
Magdalena C. Go, Estela H.
Agoot, Bernardino RAlarma
and Sarafi. Bales (10 years).

Top: Ofelia A. Arellano, Chief of
Records Section receives her
certificate of loyalty for 40 years in
service while Carmelo A. Yambao
of PMCG receives his loyalty
certificate for 15 years in service.

Committee on Fisheries and
Aquaculture Secretariat
Commended

NAFC Conducts
Consultative Meeting on the
Diversified Farm Income
and Market Development

Project (DFIMDP)

NAFC held a consultative meeting on the Diversified Farm
Income and Market Development Project (DFIMDP) on June 17-
18, 2008, at the Sulo Hotel in Quezon Cityhe DFIMDPIs a
World Bank assisted project, which aims to stimulate rural growth
and farm incomes through market oriented, private sector led
investments.

Attended by the Regional Directors, Regiofgticultural and
Fishery Council (RAFC) Chairmen, RegioAalcountants, and
RAFC and RFC Coordinators, the activity was geared towards
the attainment of the following objectives: 1) to havegreater
greater and common understanding of the DFIMDP; 2) generate
inputs and commitments on how to fast track consultation
activities of the RFCs and MAFCs; 3 ) facilitate the flow of
funds from the DA-RFUs/conduit agencies to tAEs/MAFCs;
and 4) expedite the generation of desired outputs for the program.
The two-day program consisted of presentations by key NAFC
officials on the DFIMDPthe conduct of a workshop and the
presentation of the outputs of the workshop.

The 2-day workshop generated the following outputs:

. Catch-up Plan per Region

- Activities and strategies/options to attabargets

- Indicators, targets and timelines

- Responsible entities/persons

Proposed Enhancements on Financial Flow System

- Existing/current practices and issues encountered in
the disbursement and liquidation of funds.

- Enhancements needed

- Proposed schemes/key steps

The Committee on Fisheries aliguaculture commended its Sec-
retariat for exemplary performance. Certificates of recognition
were given to Lisa E. Barile, Head Secretariat, Ms. Sarah L. Bales,
Technical &ff. Ms. Estela M. Hernandez and .Mroadio U.
Montemayor Support &ff. Awarding the certificates were the
Committees Chairman, DiEnriqueT. Carlos and Deputy Executive
Director, Dr. Maria Luz A. Enriquez during the Committee’
meeting held oApril 24, 2008 at thépacible Conference Room.

Region Il

participants pose with Usec. Fondevilla and Dr. Enriquez.
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P230 million Gemmtance fronpdapamifg

Mr. Erwin Sta. Ana (2nd from left), representative of DOF and
Messrs. Kevin Fitzgerald and Doug Fraser, representatives of
Crown Agents, paid a courtesy call to NAFC DED, Dr. Maria Luz
A. Enriquez. (far left)
Representatives from the
Philippine Department of
Finance (DOF) and Crown
Agents, the Government of
Japans (GOJ) appointed
procurement agent, paid a
courtesy call to NAFC
Deputy Executive Director
Dr. Maria LuzA. Enriquez on
May 13, 2008. DOF was

represented by MrErwin
Sta.Ana and Crow\gents
by  Messrs. Kevin
Fitzgerald and Doug Fraser
Discussed during the
call was the implementation
of the forthcoming
commodity assistance to
be extended by GOJ to the
Philippines in the amount of

approximately P230 million for
the procurement of about 15,000
metric tons of ammonium
sulphate fertilizers under thé& 7
Non Project Grarassistance of
Japan (NPGA). The proceeds
to be generated from the sale of
the fertilizers would be used for
general budgetary support.

The NPGA is a non-project
official development assistance
extended by Japan to a select
number of partner countries for
the purpose of contributing to
the promotion of economic
structural adjustment efforts
and the mitigation of economic
difficulties, including
indebtedness.

The grant comes in the form
of commodities such as
agricultural chemicals, urea
fertilizer, muriate of potash and
soybean meal. The lead
government agency in charge of

coordinating the Grant
Assistance is the DORNAFC

is tasked to handle the
monetization of the commodities
availed of from the grant.
NAFC’s management of the sale
optimizes the monetary value of
the commodities.

The DOF and NAFC work
closely with CrownAgents of
the United Kingdom, which
conducts the international
tender and ensures that the
quality of the commodities
delivered is in accordance with
the specifications.

The NPGA has contributed
over P1.9 billion to the
Philippines in six (6) tranches
since 1991, easing the tightness
in the countrys national budget
and stimulating agricultural
growth by providing farmers
with fairly priced and quality-
assured agricultural inputs.

NAFC Joins DA’s
Tree Planting Program

The DA launched thA&nnual Fruit Bearingree Planting Program
at the RizaRAgricultural Sation in Cayambayranay Rizal on May
21, 2008.The program aims to support the governnweefort to
lessen the impact of global warming, protect the countryside from
erosion and contribute to the rehabilitation of the ecosystem.
Henceforth, this annual program will be a major activity during the
Farmers’and Fisherfolks Month held each May where all DA
bureaus, regional field units and attached agencies and corporations
will be enjoined to conduct their own fruit bearing tree planting
activities. The program targets to plant and maintain 10,000 trees

NAFC Deputy Executive
Director Earns
Her Doctorate Degree

Dr. Enriquez delivers the graduates’ response during the UP-SURP
recognition rites. Right: UP President Emerlinda Roman
congratulates Deputy Executive Director Enriquez while her
husband, Cesar A. Enriquez, Jr. looks on.

OnApril 27,2008, Deputy Executive Director Maria A1z

every year

NAFC's participation in the launching was made possible through
the NAFC Employeeg#issociation headed by its President, Romeo

Ladao.

Enriquez was conferred her doctorate degree in urban and
regional planning during the graduation ceremonies of the

University of the Philippines (UP) at Diliman. She is theé 22

Ph.D. graduate of UR'School of Urban and Regional Planning

(SURP) where she earlier obtained MA degree in urban and

regional planning. DrEnriquez also holds MS degree in
agricultural economics from Kansas State University (KSU).
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National Food Summit Held

In an effort to enhance
policies and programs, attract
investments and technologies
and launch development
projects that would impact
favorably on food supplies
and prices, the DA and NAFC
initiated the conduct of area-
wide consultations as well as
the conduct of a national
consultative forum, all held in
February and March. These
consultations, held with the
private sector and the local
government executives, were
important because it enabled
the DA to validate most of the
critical issues and concerns
in agriculture and fisheries. It
likewise allowed the DA to
gather inputs for the National
Food Summit, which was held
onApril 4, 2008 at the Fontana
Convention Center at the Clark
Freeport Zone in Pampanga.

Graced by President Gloria
Macapagahrroyo as guest of

honor and keynote speaker
the Summits goal was to
“harmonize all food security
initiatives and craft broad
multi-sectoral support behind
a comprehensive blueprint for
rural development over the
next three years”

In her keynote speech,
Presidenfrroyo launched six

assistance packages for

agriculture, which she called
FIELDS.

F for fertilizer , P500 million
will be set aside from the
Agricultural Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (ACEF)
for fertilizer support and
production,

| for irrigation and other
infrastructure , P6 billion a
year will be spent on irrigation
and another P6 billion on
infrastructure such as ports
and no-frills airports for
agricultural cargo.

E for extension, education
and research &development
P2 billion will be allocated for
research and development, P1
billion in capacity building, P1
billion in trainers and
technicians, and P1 billion in
agricultural and fisheries
education system.

L for loans and insurance
P15 billion will be made avail-
able by the government finan-
cial institutions for agricultural
credit.

D for dryers and other
postharvest facilities P2 billion

Catarman Hosts the 6th Annual
Camiguin AFC Day

will be sourced from budget
and off-budget sources.

S for seeds and other
genetic materials P2.7
billion for hybrid seeds and
P6.5 billion for certified seeds
will be used to sustain five
(5) harvests, from 2009-2010.

The President ended her
speech with the promise
work hard the next two (2)
years to fulfill my
agribusiness agenda until
the day | leave office.”

Above left: Mayor Jose Antonio Gabucan of Catarman, (this year’s
host) welcoming participants from the five (5) municipalities of Camiguin.
Above right: Executive Assistant. Estrella V. Tulay giving the message
on behalf of Executive Director Bernie G. Fondevilla. Since 2003, the
AFC day celebration has been held on the 10th day of April. Now on its
6th year, the event honored men, women and youth in the AFCs as well
as those of the farming and fishing communities. Some of the activities
conducted were agri-fairs, a forum on cassava, netmaking, grafting, and
the inauguration of the NAFC-assisted municipal farmers’ training center
and nursery in Catarman.
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